Stewards Report

Ballabuidhe  Monday  04/08/2025

Stewards: James Griffin
                   Con O’Sullivan
                   James O’Sullivan
                   James Levis
                   David Sheehy
Race 1: All 6 Ran.
Drivers Dan O’Mahony and Billy Roche were both fined €50 for being seen to hook the reins under the tail.
No other issues.
Race 2: All 4 Ran.
Lieutenant Dan was unplaced due to exceeding his stride in a gallop.
No other issues.
Race 3: All 5 Ran.
No.4 Speederosa was driven by Jamie Cross.
Driver John Cross jnr. Was found to be in breach of Category 2 (Elbow/Shoulder Action) of the Whip Rules. He will be suspended for 3 Race Days and fined €50.
No other issues.
Race 4: All 6 Ran.
No.1 Kerian Scott, No.2 Irish Good Dream and No.4 Jewel Keeton were all unplaced due to exceeding their stride allowance in a gallop.
No other issues.
Race 5: All 4 Ran.
 Drivers Troy McAleer and Jonathan Cowden were both fined €50 for being seen to hook the reins under the tail.
No other issues.
Race 6: All 4 Ran
Duc D’Arry was unplaced due to exceeding his stride allowance in a gallop
No other issues.
Race 7: All 6 Ran.
Driver Chris O’Reilly was found to be in breach of Category 2 (Elbow/Shoulder Action) of the whip rules. He will be suspended for 3 Race Days and fined €50
No other issues.
Race 8: All 6 Ran.
No.6  Ibiscus Du Juille was declared late as a non-runner and was replaced by the first reserve Helios De Lara. Aidan Caffery, Trainer of both horses was interviewed after the race as to why his horse was scratched. He claimed the Track Vet scoped both horses on the morning of the race after they noticed blood on his nose after the race on Sunday. They decided in the best interest of the horse that they wouldn’t run him.
No other Issues.

General Comments:
Drivers are reminded that once they exceed the permitted limit of 15 strides or breaking more than 2 times, they are obligated to remove themselves from active participation in the race immediately. Continuing to drive competitively beyond this point compromises the fairness and safety of the event.
During this past weekend’s racing, the Stewards observed multiple instances — notably among A Class drivers — where this rule was not adhered to. Several drivers continued to push their horses into higher positions despite having already exceeded the allowable stride count, thereby creating an obstruction for eligible competitors. Should this behaviour persist, penalties will be imposed on any driver who fails to comply with this rule.
Furthermore, drivers are reminded of the correct dimensions of whips as outlined under Rule M9 of the IHRA Rulebook. Only whips that meet these specifications are permitted. Any driver found in breach of this rule will face disciplinary action and applicable penalties.
Finally, all drivers are reminded that the wearing of back protectors is mandatory at all times while on the track. Any driver found not wearing a back protector will not be permitted to race and will also be subject to penalty.
The Stewards thank all participants for their continued cooperation in maintaining the safety, integrity, and professionalism of our sport.

